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U.F.O. ENTHUSIASTIS

peoplewho believethat
unidentified

flyingobjectsare associated

with intelligentbeingsfrom
outerspace.Thisis his third

book whichtoucheson UFOs,
butlikehis

previousones,it is not
likelyto

convinceanyoneof the
need to

investigate

such matters.

Thisjudgment

is notso mucha
reflection

on flying saucers

as on
the author's cavalier handling of
them.

Like many other UFO
enthusiasts, Cathie began, by seeing

somethingstrangemovingin the sky.
He

pondered

fora longtimeon the
pathwayof the objectand toyedwith
the ideaof

tracing
the

various sightings

of otherpeopleon chartsin
orderto determinewhetheror not
thereis some regular pattern.

Up to thispointthe
author

is quite

lucidandit is
interesting

to notehis
subsequent effortsto place sightings

on an evengridlaidoverthemap
of the earth. Afterhaving spent
manyhourstryingto fit all

sightings,

Cathie comesto the
conclusion

that

by usingan
extremelysmallgrid,it

is
possible

to placea greatnumber
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of sightingson the
cross-lines,leaving

only few sightings unaccounted

for.Havingcometo thisrather
predictableresult,the authorsuddenly

movesto a
completely different

part
of the

puzzle.

Grids,
encompassing

the earth
havebeendevisedby variousscientists

to describemagneticfields.
Cathiepresents this

information
as

proofof the factthatvarious govern

mentshavebeenarrivingat the same
conclusion:

thereis a strangeregularity

in the visitsof extra
terrestial

objects

and thisis
related

to a world

wide energyfield.
Scientistsof the world have known

thisfor sometime,but havebeen
forcedby

governments
to withhold

this
information.

Full knowledge of

THE PULSE OF THE UNIVERSE:

VERSE:HARMONIC288. By
CaptainBruce CathieReed,
pp214,$8.95.
Reviewer:

BAREND JAN TERWIEL.

it wouldcreatea heavenon earth,

all energy problemswouldbe solved

in no time.

Why
governments

of the world
would cooperate

to keepthe in
formationsecretis not clear,but this
does not seem to botherMr Cathie.

Indeed,
it doesnot evenappearprob

lematicto him thatthe magnetic

fieldgriddoesnot
correspond

to his
own rectangular scheme.Intuitvely,

BruceCathieknowsthat magnetism
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of the earthand UFOs are related

to each other.

At thispointwe have reached
the

end of the secondchapterand the
readerhas been subjectedto some
exhausting mentalleap-frog. It is,
however, nothingcompared to what
is in storein the

following

15
chapters.

Mostof the restof the book
dealswithnumbers,but in a manner

numbershave seldom been handled
before.

A geodetic inch contains approx

imately20,600magnetic fieldlines.
When Bruce Cathie comes across

the
information

that the King's
chamberof the GreatPyramidis
206 geodeticincheswide,he feelshe
is on to

something.

For thosewho scoffat the
coincidence,

he has found anotherlink
in the samechain:multiply the area
of the GreatPyramidwiththe field
strengthof the earth, doublethe
resultand we get

20,594,954.

This
is closeto

20,600,000

and there

againappearsthe magicalnumber
206.

Note that Cathiefreelymultiplies

or
divides

by a
factorten,so thathe

apparently assumesthat the secrets

of the
universe

are all
following

the

dccimal system. Note also that
approximations

are allowedin his
system,

as is
multiplication

by a factor

2, whenit suitshim.

Cathie'snumerologytakes us
throughsome weird

exercises.
The

factorlightis
represented

in his
system by number 1440. (The
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carefulobserverwill note the link

withthe book'ssubtitle).

But lo and
behold, if one

megalithic

mileis not
equivalent

to 1440feet!Thiscan no
longerbe a

coincidence,

the ancients

musthavehad somehelpfromouter
spaceto workthatout.

This lateralthinkingapproachto
mathematics

is appliedwith no in
hibitions whatsoever. The critical
temperature

of wateris 647.29
degreesKelvin.Kelvinwas almost
right,the Cathiescaleawardsit 648
degrees.

How couldit be different?After

all,200times spiralpi is also648.
For thosewho are reluctantto see

the cluesto all naturalphenomena,

considerthatthe heightof the Great

Pyramid (for convenience sake
divided

by a factor9) is alsoequal

to 648.

Armedwitha handfulof basic
figures,a

calculating machineand a
total disregard

for the logicof
physics

and mathematics, Cathie manages
to link the distances between

the notesof a musical scalewith
some universalnumber or other. He

can find
something

of
interest

in any
number, be it the

coordinates

of a
spoton the map,the atomicweight

of aluminiumor the average
temperature

of humanblood.

I am quitesurethatBruceCathie

is takingus allfora ride. Having

discovered that earlierspeculations

were publishableand that critical

commentsfrom reviewers enhanced

his
position,

it seemshe has
decided

to keep playingfinger exercises
on
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his
calculating machinefor as long

as his bookswill sell.

ALL SORTS OF HUTS AND HOVELS

VICTORIAN Primitive'is a
loadedtitle.The mutuallycon
tradictorywords "Victorian"

and "Primitive" immediately

bringto mind opposite images.

The fussand
intricacy

of iron
filigree, ornately turned.legs,knobs
and handles,showy

glass-ware,
anti

macassarsand velvet drapeson the
one hand;on the other,sods,thatch,

rude
trestles,

claypotsand riotmuch
else." V ' ■'

Nicely chosen,the titledemon
stratesas well,that in Australia

duringthe secondhalfof the nine
teenthcentury the

sophisticated

par
aphernaliausuallytermedVic
torianaand the grassrootsutilj

tarian usuallycalled Primitive"ex

isted sideby side.

Yet thisis not
precisely

whatthe
bookis about.It is in fact, almost

solely aboutsods,bark,wattleand
daub,log,slab,adobe,piseand huts

in generalas theywere
constructed

in the Stateof
Victoria.

Why Vic
toria?

Significantly becausethe dis
coveryof gold providedthe building

stimulusor the "culturallabora
tory",as the authorcallsit, out of
which typical

"vernacu|ar"'buildihg

techniques emerged.' " r
Another significant

factis thatthe
bookis basedpartially

on
post-grad
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uate researchwhichwas. funded,by
a University of Melbourne Special

Award. The author,
Dr.Miles.Lewis,

now a lecturerin
Architecture

at

that
institution

has been largelyre
sponsible

for the
acceptance

by the
NationalTrustof

buildings
likemud

huts as important historical artefacts

worthyof
restoration.

■ He says,
"traditional,

craftsand
basicmaterials shapedour first
buildings". An East Anglian

VICTORIANPRIMITIVE.By
Miles Lewis. GreenhousePubli
cations.87pp. SI2.95.

Reviewer
NANCY PARKER

thatcher,a
Californian

used to work
ing with adobe, a

Cumberland
miner

accustomed

to shoringup a mine
shaft,would resort,

for lackof capi

talanda shoparoundthe
corner,

to
building with rushes,clay,sapling,

stone,or an
ingeniousmixtureof the

lot.'.Sodor1 turf became the first
method of

construction

for houses on
theWarra;-while

wattle and daub
was more commonin Sydney.

On the Ballaratgoldfieldsa
colonialinnovation for roofs— bark
heldin placeby

greenhidc

— turned

up;
elsewhere

one foundgrassor
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reedsboundwithclay,wheatstraw
helddownwithwirenetting,heather

(or strandsof
grasstree

as at
Rushcutter's

Bay) boundwith ropes.
"She'sjake mate".

The man withan axe who knew
our timberswere

difficult
to saw but

easyto split,was,in effect,the
architect

of the slabhut;the cracks

betweenthe panelswere oftenfilled

in withmud,
popularlyknownas

"dab".Wood
splitters,

also,turned
out shingles whichwere doubtless

the most
waterproof

of earlyroofing
materials.

Corrugated

ironis not listedin the
index.Yet thereare severalphotos

of slabhutswith
corrugated

iron
roofsnextto

outbuildings

stillroofed

withbark. Thereis a photo,as well.

of a pisechurchbuiltin 1883, which

at the timeof its
demolition

in 1933

was roofedin
corrugatcd

iron.

Perhaps

theironroofis a littletoo
lateor a littletoo

sophisticated

to be
called primitive.

But one wouldlike
to knowa bit moreaboutwhathas
become the classical Australian roof

ing material.

It is
interesting

to knowthe dif
ferencebetweenadobe,clay lump,
coband pise, since today thereis a
significantrevivalof thesedo-it
yourself techniques.

Adobeis the
SpanishMexicanterm and "clay
lump"the Englishfor muchthe
same thing— the

sun-driedbrick;
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says the author,"if mixedwith
choppedstrawand carefully made
theseare an excellentsubstitute for
the burnedbrick".

Thereis an
illustration

of a tent

at one of the
Victoriandiggingswith

an adobeinfillat one end.
Excellent

for
stopping

thetentflyfromflap
ping.

Cob is
different,

and was rarely

usedin
Australia.

Takea dungfork
and simplypitchthe lumpsof clay,

strawand wateron coursein their
plasticstate.Here and therea
timberplankis placedbetween
coursesfor rigidity.

The onlyknownpurecob
building

in Victoria followsa Hampshire

model with rude Gothic windows

and an internalspiral staircase.
Built

in 1847,the Victorianedificewas

used for
shepherds.

True
pise-construction

was known
to the

Phoenicians

and used ex
tensively

by the Romans.Wallsarc
"stuffed"ratherthan built,with a
loamy mud, which when rammed
betweena woodenform sets,accord

ing to Pliny, "stronger
than quarry

stones".

1 guessit all
depends wheth

er the loamconsistsmostlyof gravel

or clay,and on whetherthereis
sufficient overhangto the roofto
keepoutthewet.

Since 1823 when the Hobart

Town Gazetterecommendedthe use

of pise,manya wallhas
slumped

in
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Australia,

if not for one or otherof
thesereasons,then becauseof "the
gradualhoneycombing

of wailsby
bugs and othervermin".

To returnto
galvanisediron.It is

mentionedin Victoria in 1854 as a

mouldfor "improved pise".Perhaps

it wouldhavebeenan evenbetter

ideato leaveit on,andas well,to
slipin a littlecement. Youmightcall

this
fascinating

book a sourcebook

or resource.

^)wiNG

tothe
postalstrike,

or
ganisersof the PuffinClub(Penguin

Books) fearthatmanyof the Can
berra members(450 individualsand
two schools, Fisherand

VVanniassa)

may not havelearntaboutthe Puffin

Partyto be heldat theWodenCity
Library

on April8, from2 to 5pm.

For
Canberra children,

it willbe the
first "royal" gathering. Members

may go dressed as lordsand ladies.

Puffin


